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1 Introduction 
 

1.1 This report is prepared to provide Planning Committee with an overview of the Planning 

Enforcement function in the period 1 April 2021 – 30 September 2021.  

 

2 Background to the Report 
 

2.1 The Council has a duty to investigate enquiries relating to unauthorised developments, 

this includes building and engineering works and changes of uses, that may have been 

carried out with or without consent.  

 

2.2 Effective planning enforcement is a useful tool in tackling breaches of planning control that 

would otherwise have an unacceptable impact on amenity in the District. It also helps to 

maintain the integrity of the Development Management process. 

 

2.3 There are a range of enforcement powers that are available to the Council, however 

whether the Council takes any formal enforcement action is a discretionary matter. When 

considering taking any formal action the Council must consider if it is expedient to do so 

having had regard to the Development Plan and any other material considerations. It is 

also necessary to weigh up whether or not taking Enforcement Action is in the public 

interest.  

 

2.4 Taking Enforcement action should be regarded as a last resort and many breaches of 

planning control can be resolved without formal action being taken. For example, 

retrospective planning permission can be obtained or the breach ceases or is remedied 

through negotiation.  

 

2.5 Often the Council will receive complaints regarding alleged breaches of planning control 

that involve other services within the Council or other organisations. Where this happens 

the Planning Enforcement team will work with the other officers or organisations. This may 

mean that the Planning Enforcement team take the lead on a matter, or they may assist in 

the process. It can often be the case that different legislation and enforcement powers 

may be more effective than Planning Enforcement powers.  

 

2.6 Councillors are often the public face of the Council and Member involvement in planning 

matters is crucial in maintaining an effective enforcement service. This report has been 

prepared to provide an overview of the enforcement function since April 2021.  

 

2.7 It should be noted that whilst serving Enforcement Notices can be high profile, what often 

gets overlooked is the amount of work involved in resolving other issues where informal 

action has resulted in the breach ceasing or being regularised. It is important that 

Members understand the overall number of service requests and how these are dealt with.  

 

2.8 It is intended to bring regular updates to the Planning Committee to update on 

performance and key cases. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

3 New Enforcement Cases 
 

3.1 Once an enforcement enquiry has been received, a case will be entered into the 

enforcement database and an acknowledgement letter sent to the enquirer. Officers will 

carry out a site inspection and make an initial assessment of the situation before providing 

the enquirer with a further update and idea of the proposed course of action.  

 

3.2 In the period July to September (Quarter 2), the Council received a total of 84 new 

enforcement enquiries alleging breaches of planning control. This is higher than the 

previous two quarters and looking back at the years 2019/20 and 2020/21 and it is typical 

that the number of enquiries received in the spring and summer months is higher than in 

the Autumn and Winter.  

 

 
 

 
 

3.3 In the first half of this financial year, between April and September, the Council received 

151 requests to investigate alleged breaches of planning control. This is higher than in the 

same period of the previous two years which may be a result of Covid restrictions being 

lifted and an increase in reports of people extending or working from their homes. However, 

the overall number of enquiries received in the first two quarters of each year does appear 

to be increasing year on year. 

 

3.4 Following the initial investigation steps, enforcement cases often take varying amounts of 

time to resolve. In some instances, retrospective planning applications may be requested, 

or the developer may agree to remedy any breach of planning control voluntarily. In 

addition, where further, formal action may be warranted, there can be many legal stages 

that we need to go through which can take some time. 

 

Number of new Service Requests 
 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

Q1 April-June 62 71 67 
Q2 July - September 62 71 84 

Q3 October - December 56 44  

Q4 January - March 55 60  

 



 

 
 

4 Number of Closed Cases 
 

4.1 When a request to investigate an alleged breach of planning control is received, officers 

will prioritise the case in accordance with the Council’s Enforcement Policy. For example, 

an allegation about ongoing works to a Listed Building or protected tree are treated as 

High Priority cases and a site visit will be carried out within two working days. For other 

cases the initial site visit will be carried out within ten working days. 

 

4.2 Throughout the Covid pandemic, some lower priority cases were not able to be pursued, 

in accordance with the Council’s policies for site visits at the time. These cases are 

currently being picked up by Officers now that most restrictions have been lifted, alongside 

the new enquiries that are being received.  This regrettably has had a negative effect on 

workloads and response times however the team is working through the backlog to clear 

them. 

 

4.3 Once the initial investigation has been completed, officers will decide how to progress the 

case and inform the enquirer of the intended next steps. Cases are closed for a variety of 

reasons and the graph and table below sets out those cases that have been closed and 

the reason for them being closed. 

 

4.4 The graph below shows the split in the reasons for cases being closed in July to 

September 2021. Just over half of the cases being closed in this period because it was 

established that there was no breach in planning control. 

 

4.5 Around a third of cases closed were through the negotiation of a remedy to the breach or 

the submission of a subsequently approved planning application. It is important to 

highlight these cases because they amount of a large proportion of workload that is 

otherwise unreported. A significant number of cases are closed due to the breach ceasing 

(informal compliance); these should be regarded as successful outcomes. 
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4.6 In the first half of this financial year (April to September) the Council has investigated and 

closed 88 enforcement cases. This is slightly lower than on the number of cases 

resolved/investigated within the same period in the previous two years. This is partly due to 

the recruitment and training of a new Enforcement Officer and the impact of picking up cases 

that were not able to be investigated fully during the pandemic. 

 

4.7 The numbers of cases closed in this Quarter, as shown the above chart are as follows: 

 

No Breach of Planning Control identified: 47 

Informal Compliance: 14 

Planning Permission Granted: 11 

Not Expedient to take Further Action: 8 

Immune from Enforcement Action: 1  

 

4.8 The total number of cases closed in each of the previous years is as follows: 

 

2019/20 – 193 

2020/21 – 239 

2021/22 – 88 (Quarters 1 and 2 only) 

 

5 Formal Enforcement Action 
 

5.1 There are a range of formal enforcement options open to the Council when considering 

enforcement action including the following: 

Enforcement Notice 

Breach of Condition Notice 

Planning Enforcement Order 

Stop Notice 

Temporary Stop Notice 

Injunction 

Section 215 Notice (Untidy Land) 

Listed Building Enforcement Notices 

 

5.2 Formal action including the service of an Enforcement Notice should only be taken where 

the Council is satisfied that there appears to be a breach of planning control and it is 

expedient to do so. In deciding whether to issue the Council has to take into account the 

provisions of the Development Plan and any other material considerations. Generally 

taking such action should be treated as a last resort where negotiations to remedy the 

issue have failed. There will of course be instances where negotiation is not appropriate. 

 

5.3 Whilst Enforcement Notices are a powerful tool, the fact that an Authority may not have 

served a large number of notices doesn’t mean that it is failing to manage or deal with 

unauthorised development or works within its area. 

 

5.4 In the year to date, we have served one Enforcement Notice: 

ENF21/0003 – Land off Valley Lane/A1 Slip Road, Long Bennington – Unauthorised use 

of the site for the residential occupation of a caravan by a traveller family – This notice 



 

 
 

was served to cease the residential use of caravans, remove the caravans and fencing 

and reinstate the land to its former condition. 

 

6 Enforcement Cases of note, Enforcement Appeals and Prosecutions 
 

6.1 ENF21/0003 – Land at Valley Lane/A1 Slip Road, Long Bennington – Unauthorised use of 

the site for the residential occupation of a caravan by a traveller family The Enforcement 

Notice for this site, which sought to end the residential use of the site and return the land 

to its former condition, has been Appealed. Statements have been submitted to Planning 

Inspectorate and Hearing Date has been set for 1st February 2022. 

 

6.2 ENF20/0143 – Land Adjacent 34 Haddon Road, Stamford – Unauthorised development of 

site for traveller pitch – A Court Order has been issued, further to an earlier Interim 

Injunction, requiring the owner not to occupy the land as a traveller site, to remove 

hardstanding, fences, and a caravan from the site and to reinstate the land to its former 

condition. The Order has been breached and Officers are exploring further options in 

consultation with Legal Services. 

 

6.3 ENF20/0189 – Land off Bulby Lane, Fulbeck – Unauthorised development of the site for 

occupation as 4 traveller pitches – A Court Order has been issued, further to earlier 

Interim Injunction, following the submission of an Undertaking by the occupants. The 

Order requires the occupants to vacate the site and reinstate the field to its former 

condition if an appeal against refusal of planning permission is dismissed by the Secretary 

of State is not successful. No further development of the land or the siting of additional 

caravans is permitted. Two pitches have already been vacated and it is the remaining two 

pitches that are subject of the Planning Appeal.  

 

6.4 ENF16/0020 – Land off Mussons Close, Corby Glen – Unauthorised change of use of 

open space for proposed use as a traveller site – Interim Injunction awarded before any 

occupation took place and remains in force. Prevents any use of the land other than as 

open space and any operational development without planning permission. 

 

7. Financial Implications 
 

7.1 There are no anticipated financial implications, although workloads will continue to be 

 monitored. 
 

8. Legal Implications 
 

8.1 There are no anticipated legal implications other than those associated with advice sought 

 as part of individual investigations. 
 

 

Financial Implications reviewed by:.  

 

Legal Implications reviewed by: . 

 


